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About 6 deg north of equator



Geographic

• Its geographic location and deep harbours made it of great strategic 
importance from the time of the ancient Silk Road through to the 
modern Maritime Silk Road.



Climate

• The climate is tropical and warm, due to the moderating 
effects of ocean winds. 

• Average yearly temperatures range from 28 °C (82.4 °F) to 
nearly 31 °C (87.8 °F). 



History

• Sri Lanka's documented history spans 3,000 years

• It has a rich cultural heritage influenced by:

•Buddhism, Hinduism, trade, colonialism

• The island is home to many cultures, languages and 
ethnicities. The majority of the population is from the 
Sinhalese ethnicity



Buddhism

• The first known Buddhist writings of Sri Lanka date 
back to 29 AD

•Buddhism is a way of living rather than a religion

• Buddhism rejects the notion of a creator God

• Buddhists chant Buddha’s sayings for guidance in life











Buddhism

• People have a gentle nature

• Sri Lanka has the longest continuous history of 
Buddhism of any predominately Buddhist nation



Buddhism

•With a culture of following the teachings of Buddha, 
one would expect a law abiding people

•Not so, it seems corruption can infiltrate any culture

•Most politicians are considered corrupt

• 98% of police are considered corrupt



Hindusim

•A large minority

•Mostly Tamils

•Mostly in the north

•Worship many Gods

•Very ornate







Agriculture / Water

• Sri Lanka's irrigation system was extensively expanded during 
the reign of Parākramabāhu the Great (1153–1186). This 
period is considered a time when Sri Lanka was at the height 
of its power.

• He built 1470 reservoirs – the highest number by any ruler in 
Sri Lanka's history – repaired 165 dams, 3910 canals, 163 
major reservoirs, and 2376 mini-reservoirs

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Parakramabahu_I_of_Polonnaruwa


History

• As a British crown colony, the island was known as Ceylon; it 
achieved independence as the Dominion of Ceylon in 1948.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_Ceylon


Infrastructure

• Sri Lanka has an extensive road network for inland 
transportation. With more than 100,000 km of paved roads, 
it has one of the highest road densities in the world (1.5 km 
of paved roads per every 1sq.km. of land)

• The rail network of Sri Lanka consists of main lines, coastal 
lines, and up-country or hill country lines virtually all built 
while under British control.













Population

• Sri Lanka is the 58th most populated nation in the world, 
with roughly 21,444,000 people



Government

• Sri Lanka is the oldest democracy in Asia.

• Sri Lanka is a democratic republic which is governed by a 
semi-presidential system, with a mixture of a presidential 
system and a parliamentary system



Standard of Living

• Sri Lanka is one of only two South Asian countries rated 
"high" on the Human Development Index (HDI), with its HDI 
rating and per capita income the highest among South Asian 
nations.



Standard of Living

• Over 90% of the households in Sri Lanka are electrified. 
87.3% of the population have access to safe drinking water



Biodiversity

• Lying within the Indomalaya ecozone, Sri Lanka is one of 25 
biodiversity hotspots in the world. Although the country is relatively 
small in size, it has the highest biodiversity density in Asia.

• Sri Lanka has declared 24 wildlife reserves, which are home to a wide 
range of native species such as Asian elephants, leopards, sloth bears, 
a variety of deer, the endangered wild boar, and porcupines.

• Sri Lanka is home to over 250 types of resident birds 



























Life Expectancy

• Sri Lankans have a life expectancy of 77.9 years at birth, 
which is 10% higher than the world average. The infant 
mortality rate stands at 8.5 per 1,000 births, which is on par 
with figures from the developed countries.

• The universal "pro-poor" health care system adopted by the 
country has contributed much towards these figures



Education / Literacy

• Education is free

• With a literacy rate of 92.5%, Sri Lanka has one of the most 
literate populations amongst developing nations. Its youth 
literacy rate stands at 98%, computer literacy rate at 35%, 
and primary school enrollment rate at over 99%











Tea

• Sri Lanka was first known for its coffee but British brought in 
tea after the entire crop of coffee failed

• Tea is generally grown in the “hill country” which is cooler 
and wetter than the rest of Sri Lanka













Botanical Gardens

• Most famous is near the central capital Kandy – Peradeniya

• Known world wide for it’s collection of orchids











Culture, Crafts, and Festivals

• Rich history of elaborate dances

• Batik - a technique of wax-resist dyeing

• Wood carving

• Brass metal ornaments















Fishing

• Generally not large scale commercial fishing

• Many small independent fishermen still very important to 
the industry

• Little ice used

• A lot of fish are dried

• The traditional stick fishermen no longer fish commercially –
they pose for tourists – much more lucrative









Historical and Religious Sites

• Sigiriya - an ancient rock fortress

• Buddhist stupas - A stupa is a mound-like or hemispherical 
structure containing relics that is used as a place of 
meditation

• Polonnaruwa – ancient capital of Sri Lanka

• Temple of the Tooth – It is in Kandy and considered the most 
sacred temple in Sri Lanka housing a tooth of Buddha himself

















Local commerce

• Mostly small stores or shacks

• Farmers are some of the poorest people in Sri Lanka

• Very entrepreneurial 

• Traffic is a nightmare











Tourism

• One of their fastest growing economic segments

• People are friendly

• Many but not all speak English – more so the younger 
generation

• The Chinese is their #1 target market

• The Chinese have not developed the travel etiquette that 
Westerners are used to





Economy

• The country's main economic sectors are tourism, tea export, 
clothing, rice production and other agricultural products

• As of 2010, the service sector made up 60% of GDP, the 
industrial sector 28%, and the agriculture sector 12%. The 
private sector accounts for 85% of the economy.

• India is Sri Lanka's largest trading partner

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tourism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tea_production_in_Sri_Lanka
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Clothing


Military

• The Sri Lanka Armed Forces has a total strength of around 
259,000 personnel, with nearly 36,000 reserves. Sri Lanka 
has not enforced military conscription.

• By comparison Canada has 79,000 plus 32,500 reserves

• Marking a rare occurrence in modern military history, the Sri 
Lankan military was able to bring a decisive end to the Sri 
Lankan Civil War in May 2009


